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                  Teaching Notes
                                         Advent 2017
                                Jesus is our Peace & Joy

Matthew 1:18-25  Now this is  how Jesus the Messiah  was born.  His  mother,
Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But while she was still a virgin, she
became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her fiancée, being a good man,
decided to break the engagement quietly, so as not to disgrace her publicly. 20 As
he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream. "Joseph, son of David," the angel said, "do not be afraid to go ahead with
your marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy
Spirit. 21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins." 22 All of this happened to fulfill the Lord's message
through his prophet: 23 "Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth
to a son, and he will be called Immanuel (meaning, God is with us)." 24 When
Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord commanded. He brought Mary
home to be his wife, 25 but she remained a virgin until her son was born. And
Joseph named him Jesus.

What’s in __________ _________________?

What’s  already  in  us when  the  unexpected  arrives  is  what
______________ us or _______________ us!!

We can’t ______________, but we can ______________________!!

Luke 1:26-38 (NLT)  26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was
engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of  King David.
28 Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with
you! ” 29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 

30 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God!
31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will
be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel forever; his
Kingdom will never end!”  34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I
am a virgin.” 

35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will
be called the Son of God.  …  37 For nothing is  impossible with God.”  38 Mary
responded, “I am the Lord’s servant.  May  everything you have said about me
come true.” And then the angel left her. 

Mary was a person of true __________________________.

Mary was willing to line up her ________ with God’s _________.

Mary didn’t _________ when things got hard.

Jesus’  birth  was  one of  ______________________ not  shame  and
humiliation!!

What  does  God  think  of  my  choices;  what  kind  of
_____________________________ is revealed by my decisions … is God
proud of me?!!

Closing Song: His Name Shall Be, by Matt Redman


